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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Roots & Shoots 

A Global Movement of Empowered Youth 
 

It all began on Jane Goodall’s front porch in Tanzania, when a 
group of students told her they felt powerless thinking about the 
problems all around them. She encouraged them to use their 
voices and ideas to address the issues they saw, head-on. Roots & 

Shoots was born. 

Today, Roots & Shoots is one of the largest global movements, 
including hundreds of thousands of passionate young people 
making a big impact in over 65 countries and all 50 states—and it’s 
only getting bigger. Whether it’s natural disasters, homelessness, 
social justice, or climate change, Roots & Shoots youth are taking 
on challenges and creating real positive change across the globe. 
Classrooms, family groups, and even corporations participate; 
there are no barriers to becoming part of Roots & Shoots!

YOUNG	PEOPLE	AREN’T	JUST	FUTURE	LEADERS	
—	THEY’RE	LEADING	TODAY	

One of Dr. Jane Goodall’s most important reasons for hope is the 
energy, commitment, and efforts of young people once they 
understand problems and are empowered to act upon solutions. 
Created in 1991, the Jane Goodall Institute’s youth program fuels 
that very hope and sense of agency, growing informed, activated, 
and compassionate youth who are positive change-makers.

  
 

 

The Roots & Shoots program increases compassionate traits like 
empathy and critical thinking through project- based and social-
emotional learning growing vital skills. A study by the University of 
Mississippi showed that through Roots & Shoots, youth participate 
more in community service, grow compassion, self-efficacy, 
interpersonal, problem-solving, and leadership skills. Every day, our 
program is creating a generation who make meaningful, holistic 
decisions for a better world. 

320,000+ 
individuals taking action with Roots & Shoots 

11,500+ 
U.S. educators enrolled in professional 

development through 
our online course. 

 

6,700+ 
projects started by young people in the last ten 

years 
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BEST	IN	CLASS	SERVICE	LEARNING		
&	SKILL	BUILDING	

Using a model that is aligned with best practices in service 
learning, youth in Roots & Shoots are empowered to take on the 
issues that matter to them. Using our Roots & Shoots 4-Step 
Formula, youth from kindergarten to college are given the tools, 
support, network, and skills to explore problems in their 
communities, design projects to address them and celebrate their 
impact. This model grows their sense of purpose and agency in the 
context of their community and world while increasing Roots & 
Shoots Compassionate Traits, and other essential life and 
leadership skills. 

 

A	SINGULAR	EXPERIENCE	FOR	EDUCATORS	

The problems of today require a new approach and a special set of 
skills. Youth need to feel in control of their own narrative, lives, 
and ability to make a difference. Through our program, student’s 
interests are heightened, and their learning accelerated to address 
global and local issues while discovering what matters most to 
them. By becoming a part of our Roots & Shoots global 
community of educators and mentors, individuals are inspired and 
supported with a variety of resources such as an online course 
(with more than 13 hours of training with Roots & Shoots staff, 
experts, and Dr. Jane Goodall), activities, lesson plans, curricula, 
and more so that they can be as effective as possible in engaging 
their students. 

The collective impact of Roots & Shoots is huge: it is not  
that young people can change the world — they are changing  
the world. 

Youth are supported to create projects ranging from planting trees 
and growing community gardens to volunteering in soup kitchens 
and animal shelters, to raising money for the victims of hurricanes, 
working on eliminating plastic, and advocating for human rights 
and justice. Young people from across different identities — race, 
gender, sexuality, class, religion, ability, age — all connect and 
exchange ideas to grow respect and compassion for each other, 
other animals, and the natural world we share. 

Recognized by the World Health Organization and the United 
Nations as an innovative and effective way of engaging youth, 
Roots & Shoots gives everyone a way to be themselves by being  
the change

	

 
2021	USA	IMPACT	STATS	

242 
project	support	grants	distributed	

totaling	USD	$48,400	
	

2,500 
hours	of	volunteering	&	55	speaking	

engagements	by	26	Roots	&	Shoots	National	
Youth	Leadership	Council	members	in	their	

communities	

2,000+ 
1-Click	Actions	taken	to	make	
a	difference	on	major	issues	

 

91% 
of	Roots	&	Shoots	mini-grant	recipients	
reported	demonstrating	compassion	

	


