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COUNTRY OVERVIEW 

Senegal & Guinea 

Jane Goodall Institute Spain Leads Programmes  
in Both Senegal & Guinea 

 

Jane Goodall Institute (JGI) Spain is responsible for running JGI’s 
research, conservation, education, and sustainable development 

programmes in the Kédougou region of southeastern Senegal, 
and across the border, in northern Guinea. These programmes 
focus on the critically endangered western chimpanzee, and the 
communities local to it 

With its unique ethological characteristics and complex culture, 
the western chimpanzee has revolutionised the scientific 
landscape: It is considered the animal whose behaviour most 
closely replicates that of the first humans. However, there are 
now thought to be fewer than 2,700 western chimpanzees in the 
whole of Senegal. 

The main threats to chimpanzee survival in the area are related to 
deforestation, fires, and other unsustainable practices. This is 
one of the reasons why in addition to research and conservation 
programmes, JGI promotes agroforestry, food security, 
environmental education, and ecotourism. This way, local 
communities can more easily practice sustainable  
resource management.  
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To generate financial resources that allow the conservation of the 
area’s biodiversity, ecotourism is a key tool: It allows the local 
population to benefit financially, while ensuring that tourism 
develops in a sustainable and safe manner.  

Thanks to ornithological inventories carried out by JGI experts in the 
region, the Natural Reserve of the Dindéfélo Commune (RNCD in 
French) in Senegal was declared an ‘Important Bird Area’ by BirdLife 
International. This adds much value for the many ecotourists 
interested in birdwatching. 

JGI provides technical assistance and support to the RNCD, including 
services for safe chimpanzee tracking by tourists. 

 



For	more	information,	visit	janegoodall.org	
	or	email	info@janegoodall.org 

 

INVESTIGATION	

Supported by cutting-edge field technology, JGI’s Research 
department monitors the chimpanzee population in the RNCD and 
adjacent areas. The researchers are based at Dindéfélo Biological 
Station, a research, conservation, and training centre that was officially 
opened by Dr. Jane Goodall in 2014. 

Investigative work, which also focuses on the chimpanzees’ habitat, 
takes place on a daily basis. The research is complemented by censuses, 
biological sample collection and the use of camera traps, which provide 
crucial ethological information that would otherwise be extremely 
difficult to obtain. 

 

CONSERVATION	

JGI’s Conservation department advises the Management Committee 
of the RNCD on how best to carry out the Management and 
Conservation Plan of the reserve. For example, it provides training in 
ecotourism practices, administrative management and field work, and 
surveillance patrolling. JGI Spain also collaborates in the training of 
tourist guides and reserve personnel (ecoguides, ecoguards and visitor 
centre personnel), and carries out communication and awareness-
raising.  

 

AGROFORESTRY	&	SUSTAINABILITY	

JGI’s Department of Agroforestry and Sustainability focuses on 
reversing deforestation damage by carrying out reforestation, as well as 
ecological restoration and the creation of firebreaks.  

This approach runs alongside the provision of sustainable community 
alternatives which avoid competition with chimpanzees for vital 
resources. For example, food security projects have resulted in the 
planting of fruit trees, other food-producing plants, and of ‘live fences’ 
which protect crops without trees needing to be felled. Sustainable 
projects that promote gender equality and opportunities for the most 
disadvantaged groups are encouraged wherever possible. 

EDUCATION	&	AWARENESS 

JGI Spain recognises how vital it is that new generations in local 
communities have access to learning and training opportunities that 
will prove useful for the rest of their lives. The programme’s 
Department of Education aims to provide these tools. 

Roots & Shoots, the youth education programme begun by Dr. 
Goodall in 1991, is now present in more than 50 countries. In Senegal 
and Guinea, participants carry out activities to improve the living 
conditions of the local population in relation to their environment. 
These range from educational camps and environmental film sessions 
to days focused on collecting batteries and garbage, craft workshops, 
dances and hygiene training. 

JGI Spain also provides school supplies and scholarships for those 
most in need. And in recent times, awareness has also been raised 
about the risks associated with Covid-19. Soap, bleach and masks - as 
well as food - have been distributed in the various villages of the 
Dindefelo Commune, as well as in surrounding areas. 

 

IMPACT	STATISTICS	
Over 50 chimpanzee individuals identified, and their habitat bio 
monitored by the JGI in the RNCD. 

543 videos of chimpanzees and 4,837 of other fauna recorded by 
JGI’s camera traps in 2019. 

19 scientific publications authored or coauthored by JGI team 
members. 

14,000-ha nature reserve created in 2010 in Dindefelo with 
assistance from JGI, a protected area that is the habitat of critically 
endangered Western chimpanzees and of 5 other primate species. 

Over 25 local field assistants, forest monitors and Reserve ecoguards 
trained in data collection for conservation. 

Agroforestry: over 750,000 seeds & trees distributed for living fences 
and food security projects, and over 8,000 trees planted for 
reforestation of chimpanzee habitat. 

4 annual educational camps organized with hundreds of children 
from different villages in Senegal and Guinea. 

 


