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ISSUE OVERVIEW 

Climate Change 

Taking Action for the Planet And All Who Call It Home 
	

The Jane Goodall Institute’s dedication to addressing 

climate change stems from the determination, holistic 

approach, and compassion of our founder, Dr. Jane 
Goodall. Having lived her values in practice through 

advocacy and impactful projects for decades, Jane 

exemplifies the importance of an individual’s impact 

every single day, centering on observation, listening, and 
collaboration with  

local communities. 

Jane’s revolutionary principles redefined traditional conservation 
to provide effective solutions to the dynamic and interconnected 
challenges of our changing world. To take on the climate crisis, 
Jane and JGI use a combination of public awareness, advocacy, 
scientific research, data collection, and strategic community-led 
programs to mitigate emissions and support resilient, sustainable 
well-being for all. Understanding how climate has changed as 

shaped by human behaviors helps us adapt JGI’s conservation 
tactics. Integrating global climate change data into our Science 
Strategy and combining with our own data shapes JGI’s strategy 
and actions to maintain biodiversity and protect habitats that 
ensure the sustainable coexistence of both human and wildlife 
populations around the world. .  

 

 
 

 

The human-driven climate crisis is the greatest existential threat of 
our time. Around the world, JGI is tackling the drivers of the climate 
crisis head on, particularly deforestation, as well as monitoring 
landscapes, assessing potential climate change effects on natural 
systems, and taking actions to ensure a sustainable future for all life 
on Earth.  

With many human communities and natural ecosystems already 
vulnerable to flooding, heat stress, forest degradation, natural 
disasters, and water scarcity, we prioritize solutions that can prevent 
a future with further biodiversity loss, extreme and destructive 
weather patterns, rising sea levels, drought, and suffering for humans 
and wildlife alike. 
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JGI’S	APPROACH	AND	PHILOSOPHY	

JGI’s holistic approach to climate action is built on “Tacare,” our 
innovative community-led model of conservation. As we know 
local and indigenous communities are stewards of most of the 
world’s biodiversity, these communities must be guiding 
environmental actions and sustainable development. JGI's 
conservation-focused scientific strategy focuses on the 
relationships between ecosystems, people, and non-human 
animals. As forests are home to the greatest amount of biodiversity, 
making them essential for human livelihoods and well-being, as 
well as a tremendous aid in the effort to capture and prevent 
emissions, our programs concentrate on protecting and  
restoring habitats. 

 

SAVING	FORESTS	TO	SAVE	THE	PLANET		

A major climate change threat that JGI is addressing is 
deforestation and forest degradation, which, together, annually 
contribute as much as 30% of global greenhouse gas emissions. 
Each year, tree cover loss causes more emissions than 85 million 
cars do in their entire lifetime. Tackling this issue could be 
responsible for one-third of total climate change mitigation by 
2030. Restoring 350 million hectares of forest could annually 
offset 1.7 gigatonnes of carbon dioxide. By monitoring landscapes 
through satellite imagery and cataloging observations via forest 
monitors, JGI can develop effective projects to restore forests and 
sequester the amount of carbon needed to disarm global changes in 
climate. 

 

RESEARCH	TACTICS	

As a leader in great ape research for 60 years, JGI is at the helm of 
the most meaningful longitudinal species study in the world. With 
chimpanzees being a keystone species, JGI pays attention to how 
their ranging patterns, food accessibility, and habitat dryness 
change over time. Our Decision Support System (DSS) integrates 
more than 30,000 Landsat satellite images and generates data that is 
then used by local communities, alongside on-the-ground data 
collected by JGI-trained village forest monitors, to inform key 
conservation decisions. The DSS utilizes Esri's ArcGIS platform 
and cloud operations, alongside modeling and mapping tools, to 
visualize data, relying on the Open Standards for the Practice of 
Conservation. 

  

ADVOCACY,	POLICY	&	LEGISLATION	

JGI has ardently supported the Paris Agreement since its inception, 
with Jane participating in the conference that resulted in the 
unprecedented coalition to keep a global temperature rise this 
century well below 2 degrees (Celsius) above pre-industrial levels. 
Likewise, the JGI-backed Global Deal for Nature aims to increase 
habitat protection and restoration, develop national and regional 
conservation strategies, and empower indigenous populations 
protecting sovereign lands. With Jane being a UN Messenger of 
Peace, JGI's work closely aligns with many of the UN’s 17 
sustainable development goals. In 2020, JGI announced a 
commitment to planting or restoring five million trees in the 
subsequent year as part of the World Economic Forum’s Trillion 
Trees campaign. 

 

PROGRAM	WORK	&		
CONSERVATION	INITIATIVES	

With environmental programs like the Eastern Democratic 
Republic of the Congo Conservation Action Plan (EDRC CAP) 
and the Landscape Conservation in Western Tanzania (LCWT) 
initiative, JGI has developed large-scale efforts able to be carried 
out at the site level. Moreover, JGI supports a holistic approach to 
habitat protection by empowering local communities with natural 
resource management, sustainable economic growth through 
micro-credit programs for a reduced reliance on deforestation 
practices, land-use planning, and forest monitoring, management, 
regeneration, and restoration. To ensure a more informed future of 
climate activism, JGI’s Roots & Shoots youth program enables 
young people to plan and execute projects that focus on issues such 
as climate change, environmental justice, and greening spaces. 

 

IMPACT	STATISTICS	


