TOOL OVERVIEW

Chimpscapes

Understanding and Measuring Conservation Success
JGI’s mission encompasses protecting chimpanzee
populations and their habitats across the full range of their
ecological and cultural diversity. While, across their 21country range, measuring our conservation success can be
a challenge, through the development of conservation
management units we call Chimpscapes, we are able to

insights, including chimpanzee populations, chimpanzee habitats, and
the biodiversity/cultural diversity of chimpanzee communities.
Using Chimpscapes, we combine chimpanzee densities and
abundance over time with the annual changes in chimpanzee
habitats derived from satellite images. This allows us to have a
finger on the pulse of what and how those populations and
habitats are doing.

effectively measure both chimpanzee population and
habitat viability for improved decision-making
and impact monitoring.
Chimpanzees are ephemeral animals, making it difficult to reliably
count them in the wild. Through science-based assessment
(leveraging advances in satellite imagery to monitor habitats and
threats in near-real time), JGI has developed 27 ecologically
specific Chimpscapes across the chimpanzee range in Africa.
This encompasses the full range of genetic and cultural diversity of
the species.
These Chimpscapes are the smallest management unit at the
continental scale that represent an important combination of
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CHIMPSCAPES & WHERE WE WORK

Map of the chimpanzee range indicating the 27 unique Chimpscapes and their associated subspecies of chimpanzee overlaid with JGI’s current and future
programmatic footprint

These maps below visualize the system that JGI has developed to monitor both chimpanzee habitat and population viability across their
range. Using a system very good (dark green), good (light green), fair (yellow) and poor (red), to measure these indicators, JGI staff use this
bird’s eye view of the range to make strategic decisions about where our interventions to protect both the ecological and cultural diversity of
chimpanzees across their range are best placed. JGI and our in-country stakeholders can also zoom in to see a more detailed and in-depth
view also informs strategic conservation decisions.
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