SPECIES OVERVIEW

Chimpanzees Pan troglodytes

Our Closest Cousins in the Animal Kingdom
Sharing more than 98% of our DNA, chimpanzees are closer
to humans than any other nonhuman primate in the wild.
Dr. Goodall’s discoveries of and research on the wild
chimpanzees of Gombe National Park in Tanzania redefined
mankind's understanding of chimpanzee behavior, and
indeed our own, blurring the line between us and the rest
of the natural world. Though today we know well their

fission-fusion dynamics and are governed by an alpha male and
alpha female.
They eat mostly fruit, but also other plant matter including leaves,
blossoms, and stems, and supplement their diet with insects, birds,
bird eggs, honey and small mammals. Extremely capable
communicators, chimpanzees use both their vocalizations as well as
their body movement to convey to others both near and far their
emotions and motives as well as signaling danger

capacity to make and use tools, the strength of their social
bonds, their altruism, and cooperation, as well as their
aggression and even kind of primitive warfare, as our has

Dr. Goodall’s research on chimpanzees is the longest running study of
the species in the wild. Her discoveries with the chimpanzees of

research continues; we are often reminded how much

Gombe National Park include their use of blades of grass and twigs to

more we have yet to learn.

termite fish; other forms of tool-use; their individual personalities,

One of the five species of great apes, the four subspecies of
chimpanzees are native to 21 countries across their range in
equatorial Africa. Spanning such a wide range from west to east
Africa, they live in a variety of habitat types including rainforests,
savanna and woodland mosaics. All four subspecies of chimpanzee
are highly social – living in multi-male/multi-female groups of five
to as many as 50 individuals which form through what is known as

emotions and intelligence; their close maternal bonds and other
altruistic social behavior; patrolling, aggressive and conflict behavior;
and that at least a portion of their diet is made up of meat from small
mammals.
These discoveries have not only inspired other researchers to carry
on Dr. Goodall’s studies of chimpanzees, but have sparked interest in
whole new fields of inquiry on topics such as animal intelligence and
sentience as well as human origins and understanding human
behavior.

For more information, visit janegoodall.org
or email info@janegoodall.org

BIOLOGY

COMMUNICATIONS

The illegal bushmeat and pet trade is the top threat to chimpanzee
populations across Congo. To address these, JGI has adopted a
dynamic, mindful strategy we call the “Triangle Approach” which
relies on developing cooperation between three distinct entities:
law enforcement, environmental education programs, and
Tchimpounga. Thanks to this work and other in-country and
cross-border partnerships our ability to ensure confiscation and
proper placement of rescued chimpanzees is growing. Law
enforcement in the region increasingly notify JGI about issues with
illegal trade knowing that Tchimpounga is a best-in-class facility
that will be able to appropriately care for rescued animals. In
parallel with this, education and public awareness efforts end the
behaviors which fuel the trade in the first place.

In Republic of the Congo, poverty is a primary driver of the illegal
bushmeat and pet trade as people turn to poaching for income. In
order to reduce this threat, in tandem with our ‘Triangle
Approach’ of environmental education, public awareness and
work with law enforcement, we also provide staffing within the
sanctuary as well as investment in local livelihoods. Tchimpounga.
Employs nearly 100 local Congolese and annually generates nearly
$300,000 of income for local farmers through sustainable
agriculture and other products sourced to feed and care for the
rescued chimpanzees.

HABITAT & FOOD
No two chimpanzee stories are the same. Each chimpanzee rescued
by the Tchimpounga staff require individualized care plans. JGI’s
staff carefully assess and monitor the health of each chimpanzee,
while also learning their patterns of behavior and their
personalities. All of this information is critical to ensuring their
individual health, as well as ensuring their life can be enriched by
social groupings with other chimpanzees who are compatible with
their temperament and demeanor. All of this work takes specialized
know how, incredible attention to detail as well as a great deal of
compassion and altruism from JGI’s caregivers and veterinary
teams. Our expertise in wildlife medical care has resulted in
groundbreaking practices and procedures, including what is
known to be the first two chimpanzee-to-chimpanzee blood
transfusions in Africa.

THREATS & CONSERVATION
Numbering between 1- and 2 million only a century ago, today,
estimates of chimpanzee populations are between 150 – 350,000
individuals. This dramatic decline in chimpanzee populations is
largely due to three primary threats including habitat loss,
degradation & fragmentation; killing and trade of chimpanzees
from cultural and subsistence hunting, the commercial bushmeat
and live animal trade, and human/chimpanzee conflict; as well as
zoonotic disease transmission. Through the Jane Goodall
Institute’s ongoing scientific work and Tacare, our approach to
community-driven conservation, we are working to address these
threats and protect the remaining ecological and cultural diversity
of chimpanzees, as well as their habitats..

201,480+
hours of care provided to the chimpanzees and other animals at

FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS
With such a great reputation for animal care, Tchimpounga has
not only become home for rescued chimpanzees but other species
including mandrills, small monkeys, pangolin and a variety of birds
and reptiles. Successful reintroduction of many of these rescues, as
well as subsequent wild births, especially with endangered
mandrills, is a testament to our staff’s dedication and skills.

Tchimpounga each year

100
individuals relocated to JGI’s forested island sanctuary sites where
the chimpanzees roam in a semi-wild environment

25,000+
kilograms of food purchased for the
chimpanzees from local farmers

For more information, visit janegoodall.org
or email info@janegoodall.org

