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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Chimpanzee Eden 
 

Ensuring the Welfare of Captive Chimpanzees 
 

Chimp Eden is home to 33 chimpanzees – all rescued from the 
illegal bushmeat, entertainment and pet industries. The 

sanctuary, which is run by the Jane Goodall Institute (JGI) South 
Africa, welcomes over 1200 visitors each month, bringing the 
world of chimpanzees closer to humanity through education end 
eco-tourism. 

Chimp Eden was established in 2006 and was featured in a series 
on Animal Planet, making it famous worldwide. 

Today, the sanctuary is fully managed by JGI South Africa and 
provides a permanent and safe home for its rescued chimpanzee 
residents – who have all been displaced from their natural habitats 
in Africa. 

Situated within the beautiful 1,000 hectare Umhloti Nature 
Reserve (15 kilometres outside Nelspruit, Mpumalanga), Chimp 
Eden offers a natural environment for the chimps to be 
rehabilitated with the help of their dedicated care takers. They 
learn to live in social groups with other chimps and re-learn skills, 
such as tree climbing and foraging for food... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEB	LINKS	

Website - www.chimpeden.com/ 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/JGISA 
Instagram - @chimpeden 
Twitter - @jgisachimpeden 

 

KEY	CONTACTS		

Pauline Stuart - pauline@janegoodall.co.za  
Jana Swart - jana@janegoodall.co.za

. 

 

 

Chimp Eden is a member of the Pan African Sanctuary Alliance. 

Rescuing chimpanzees forms a key part of JGI’s global efforts to save our 
closest living relative. However, we are also working to conserve 
chimpanzee populations and habitats in the wild all across Africa. 

Chimpanzees (Pan Troglodytes) are listed as “Endangered’ on the IUCN 
Red List and also protected in CITES (the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). Chimpanzees may 
not exist in the wild within the next 10 - 20 years if current trends cannot 
be reversed. 
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RESIDENTS	

Chimp Eden is home to 33 chimpanzees: 31 were confiscated from 
illegal situations (wildlife trafficking, entertainment) and 2 were 
born in Chimp Eden (including Baby Amari born in 2017). The 
chimpanzees are divided into three social groups of mixed gender. 
The groups have access to outside enclosures and night quarters. 

 

LIVING	CONDITIONS	&	WELFARE	

JGI invests in continuous improvements at Chimp Eden, with 
recent developments including: 

* Addition of a veterinarian station in 2018, to assist with the 
annual health checks 

* Improvements to night quarters – with hammocks and sleeping 
platforms installed, and improved shutters to keep out wind and 
rain 

* Diet overhaul – the chimpanzees’ eating habits are monitored 
daily with a strict focus on nutrition 

* Habitat enrichment – more trees and natural shrubs 

* Staff living quarters – have been improved to ensure more 
comfort for our dedicated staff 

* Security – more secure and electrified fences have been installed 
for the safety of the chimpanzees and visitors / staff 

More improvements are planned to ensure the ongoing quality of 
life for the chimpanzees – including expansion of the enclosures. 

 

MEDIA/SOCIAL	MEDIA	

Chimp Eden was featured in an Animal Planet series – ‘Escape to 
Chimp Eden’ – in 2008, winning it worldwide fame and fans. The 
sanctuary still enjoys a large social media following as a result. 

In 2020 a film has been made about Stany Nyandwi, Primate 
Manager at Chimp Eden, and his journey from Burundi to South 
Africa. Known as the ‘chimp whisperer’ by Jane Goodall, Stany is 
working wonders at Chimp Eden rehabilitating the rescued 
chimps. See https://www.panthootfilm.com/. A book about Stany 
is also due to be published in the coming months.

BUSINESS	MODEL 

Chimp Eden generates sufficient income* through visitor fees, 
adoptions, café and merchandise sales for the daily running of the 
sanctuary, e.g. staff salaries, food for the chimpanzees and 
sanctuary overheads. 

However, this model does not allow for capital costs**, such as 
enclosure improvements. The sanctuary looks to its followers and 
JGI network for support from time to time in raising funds for 
projects, such as enclosure improvements. 

*This was an effective business model until the COVID-19 pandemic 
forced the sanctuary to close to the public in order to protect 
chimpanzees and staff. Chimp Eden now has a funding gap of 
$250,000 to cover loss of income for the (most likely) 12 months of 
closure. Over $50,000 has already been raised, and if any other 
Chapters would like to assist please contact Lynn Percival 
(lynn.percival@janegoodall.global)  

**Chimp Eden currently has a capital funding need as the land it is 
situated upon is for sale. JGI would like to buy the land to protect 
the chimpanzees’ home and future. Current estimate for the entire 
project (including associated enclosure enlargement and legal fees) 
is $850,000 (August 2020 note: $100,000 has already been raised 
to date). More information available if Chapters would like to 
support this fundraising initiative. 

 

IMPACT	STATISTICS	

* Number of chimpanzees: 33 

* Number of care givers employed by Chimp Eden: tbc (this has 
recently changed) 

* Chimpanzee health: will be scored against the JGI Chimpanzee 
Welfare Index 

* Number of monthly visitors: 1,200* 

* Number of social media followers: +200,000* 

*These numbers demonstrate the reach / number of people being 
educated about chimpanzee welfare and conservation issues. 


